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between British India and the Indian States are discussed
in the next section. The point we should bear in mind
here is that the decision to hold " some sort of conference "
and the Viceregal pronouncement of Dominion Status for
India necessitated a departure from the usual procedure
in dealing with the India Statutory Commission's report.
It was not referred to a Joint Select Committee of Parlia-
ment.
To turn to the recommendations. They commented
upon every aspect of the Indian Government, central and
provincial, but avoided generalizations and expressions of
vague sentiments. " You cannot put a slogan into an Act
of Parliament. A Constitution is more than that/' observed
Sir John. The Report was, however, framed in the spirit
of the Montagu Declaration and the Commission declared
that:
c< The progressive realization of responsible government
in British India as an integral part of the British Empire
is the fixed object to the attainment of which, in co-opera-
tion with the Indian peoples themselves, British policy
stands pledged ; the obstacles in the way cannot be treated
as defeating that object or as affording a discharge from its
pursuit."
While the Commission recognized the need for an advance,
it did not envisage an immediate development in terms of
" Dominion Status " for India. And because of this de-
liberate omission of the promise of Dominion Status, the
Report was described as a " dead letter " by Indian Liberals.
The Congress Press denounced it in scathing terms, recalling
Pandit Motilal Nehru's prophesy that the failure of the
Statutory Commission was a foregone conclusion. Even the
minor communities expressed their unqualified disappoint-
ment. In England the recommendations were acclaimed
as sound and reasonable and " as carrying constitutional
advance to the limits of wisdom and expediency/'
The cry of the Congress leaders that the recommendations
of the Commission were " insulting and derogatory to the

